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Selections from the Diary of Abigail W. Hall. 
(Continued from page 202.) 

Eighth Mo. 2nd, 1845. Since last note, I have 
been absent from home. No memorandum kept 
during the time, except the following, penned 
the morning I left Cape Island, Seventh Mo. 
30th. “Having for several years past, suffered 
much with pain in my back, and for the last 
year been under the doctor’s care, who advised 
sea bathing, and my friends also urging it, I 
yielded; being very desirous, if it could be so, 
to be restored to health. It was a trial to go, 
being aware of having many things to encounter 
which would be hard to bear. This morning we 
leave, after a tarriance of two weeks. Whilst 
here I saw and felt much which saddened.” 

10th. At our Quarterly Meeting on Fifth-day 
last, we had the company of several friends from 
the city, viz: William and Elizabeth Evans, E. 
Mason, R. Shober, and an aged female Friend 
named Hutchinson,* who all ministered to us. 
Wm. Evans in a very close manner. Elizabeth 
supplicated very feelingly and pathetically for 
the children. It was a favored opportunity. 

19th. Attended Concord Quarterly Meeting, 
a very large gathering, a number of strangers 
were present: William and Elizabeth Evans, 
Samuel Bettle, Elizabeth Pitfield, Sarah Hill- 
man, and two or three others ; Ebenezer Roberts, 
also, from New Jersey, with a minute. It was 
an interesting meeting. Our dear friend, Sarah 
Emlen, returned the certificate granted her more 
than a year ago, to pay a religious visit to 
Friends in England and Ireland; which service 
she has performed, she told us, “ to the relief and 
peace of her own mind.” During her sojourn 
there she was, to use her own words, brought 
very near to the grave ; there seeming but a step 
between her and it. At which time (when giving 
in her account in the men’s meeting) she said, 
many in her own land—one here and another 
there—were brought before her, for whom inter- 


_ * This, no doubt, was Margaret Hutchinson; a min- 
ister of the Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadel- 
hia for the Southern District ; and of whom a lively 
emorial is on record. She was born in Scotland, in 
the year 1763; and educated in the principles of the 
Presbyterians, her parents being members of that So- 
ciety. With them, she removed to Philadelphia in 
‘75. She was received into membership with Friends 
about her twenty-third year; exercised the gift in the 
ministry conferred upon her, for fifty-six years; and 
eparted this life in the eighty-seventh year of her 


testifying just before the close, “ Death is shorn 
of all its terrors.” 
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cessions were poured forth. Some of the young 
men in an especial manner, who would walk as 
they pleased, say and do as they pleased, &c., 
comparing some present to the tall oaks of 
Bashan ; some who were sitting in the seat of the 
scornful, &c. Another class, also, she sweetly 
addressed ; those who, if faithful, would have to 
come forth as with the two barley loaves and a 
few small fishes, and which would be found suffi- 
cient to refresh the multitude. Said, how her 
spirit had rejoiced over the new born babes al- 
ready brought forth in our Zion! with more, 
though not lengthy. Throughout there was very 
little preaching, considering the number of min- 
isters present. 

24th. Be pleased, O Heavenly Father! to 
deal with me as thou seest best. All I ask or 
desire is, to be further and further instructed in 
thy school: that all I do and all I say, may be 
to thy glory. 

28th. Monthly Meeting held at Gwynedd. A 
little quickened and made alive under the min- 
istry of Robert Scotton; who travailed under a 
weight of exercise on our behalf, that there might 
be a willingness to bring our deeds to the light, 
and have them made manifest, &c. A concern 
also was expressed that faithfulness to all that 
was made manifest, might be lived up to. For, 
if not, no advancement would be made, &. A 
part that struck me very forcibly was, when 
speaking of bringing our deeds to the light, he 
included our words even before they were uttered, 
as well as after, to try them. Were this closely 
attended to, how many idle words would be 
spared! I never felt more forcibly the awfulness 
of the account which is to be rendered for all 
such. “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips,” is the seeret prayer. 

Ninth Mo. 5th. Being on a little business in 
the city, attended Arch St. Meeting. We had 
the company of William Evans and Sarah Hill- 
man. Near the close of the meeting William 
arose and so preached that I do not remember 
ever to have heard a more feeling communica- 
tion. The burden of it was, to encourage to 
patience under suffering, quoting, “ No affliction 
for the present seemeth to be joyous,” &e. His 
faith seemed to be strong that there were those 
present who would be brought through victorious, 
if they held fast their faith and confidence, and 
did not give back or wrest themselves of the Di- 
vine hand. That although the enemy was per- 
mitted to buffet and sorely grieve them, there 
was a power above every power; and as He was 
looked unto and relied upon, He never would 
leave or forsake such—those who had none in 
heaven or in all the earth they desired before 
Him, &. William seemed very sure if there 
was a holding out to the end, the blessing would 
come; concluding with: “ Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

Tenth Mo. 9th. Prostrated and laid very low; 
yet sweetly comforted in being enabled once 
more to approach the mercy seat, and there to 
~~ out my troubles—secret hidden troubles— 

nown to none but the Searcher of hearts, and 
to whom alone I am looking for an enlargement. 
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May I not be too anxious; but keep my eye 
steadily fixed on Him, who will, I humbly trust, 
in his own time, make a way for my deliverance. 
A word of encouragement was handed through 
our friend Ezra Comfort reviving the promise: 
“Blessed are those that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled,” &e. 

19th. At our meeting we had the company 
of our dear friends, James and Sarah Emlen; 
who are paying a little visit around amongst us. 
A word of encouragement flowed through dear 
Sarah for us, very sweetly. She revived the 
testimony, No man can redeem his brother, or 
give to God a ransom for his soul. We may be 
made each others helpers in the Lord; yet 
through Him alone we look for redemption. 
Her concern seemed to be to drive us from man, 
and from a dependence on man; and then to 
comfort us with the remembrance that his ear is 
open, and to Him we may go and pour out our 
troubles. She touched upon the low state of 
things amongst us, saying: The waters are very 
low, hardly ankle deep; yet seemed very sure 
they would by and by arise as the everlasting 
patience was kept in. Her faith seemed strong 
that there would be a little remnant preserved, 
as we were concerned to build upon Christ, the 
corner stone: assuring us that no matter how 
much out of sight we might be, if we only formed 
a part of the true Church! &c. 

Eleventh Mo. 6th. Quarterly Meeting. At 
which we had the company of our dear friends 
Sarah Emlen and Sarah Hillman; both of whom 
had a word of encouragement to hand forth. S. 
Hillman spoke of the account we have of Naa- 
man the Assyrian; who was so unwilling to go 
wash in Jordan; but was looking for some great 
thing to be done to heal him of his leprosy. She 
had something very encouraging respecting the 
low state of our poor Society; believing there 
would be raised up unto Abraham, children 
gathered from the east, west, north and south. 
Such as could say with Amos: “I was no pro- 
phet, neither was I a prophet’s son ; but I was an 
herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit: and 
the Lord took me,” &c. Dear Sarah Emlen fol- 
lowed, and fain would set her seal to the fore- 
going. She entered deeply into feeling with the 
afflicted and mourning children ; believed the day 
was coming in which the hearts of such would be 
turned to their exercised parents, and the “hearts 
of the fathers to the children.” That the day 
called for “afflicting” ourselves; and not only 
we, but the Church had an enemy to contend 
with. She spoke of the vessels of silver and gold 
that were carried away captive into Babylon ; of 
the mourning and fast that Ezra called the peo- 
ple to, on account thereof, by the river Ahava; 
and believed the tears and prayers of such would 
be regarded. She advised to ion quiet, and to 
keep our exercises to ourselves. Saying that, 
however our trials might seem at present, they 
would be light in a day fast hastening, if they 
only worked out for us the far more — 
and eternal weight of glory, even to be foun 
worthy to sing the song of Moses and the Lamb: 
“Great and marvellous are thy works,” &c. 





Twelfth Mo. 14th—First-day. I fear there 
was not that earnestness to wrestle for the bless- 
ing there ought to have been, on first gathering 
into silence at our meeting to-day. I thought 
there seemed some ability vouchsafed ; but for 
want of keeping close to it, with the eye single, 
I was left to struggle with my soul’s enemy. Oh! 
when will I learn to cast all care and every 
burden on the Lord, for He alone is to be de- 
pended on.* 

First Mo. 1st, 1846. Thou hast been pleased, 
O Heavenly Father! to grant a continuation of 
thy mercy to a poor unworthy child, in sparing 
a little longer even to know the dawning of a 
new year; whilst many during the one past, even 
those who have been near and dear, have been 
summoned to their long homes. These shocks 
have been felt; and thou knowest that many and 
deep have been the breathings, that ere the tender 
thread of my life is cut, a preparation may be 
experienced therefor; all sins be washed away ; 
and a new song be put in my mouth. Oh, for 
more weightiness of spirit; more deep inward 
travail of soul! Thou knowest, oh righteous 
Father! that of ourselves we can do nothing ; and 
that it is only as thou art pleased to breathe upon 
us, as it was in the beginning when man became 
a living soul, that these dry bones can be made 
to live. When thou seest meet to do thus for 
thy poor child, my soul shall praise and magnify 
thy ever worthy name. Till then strengthen me, 
I pray thee, “ to sit alone and keep silence.” 

4th. A feeling of quietness attends this after- 


noon, from being enabled once more to draw near 
the mercy seat, and there pour out my tears; 
secretly interceding that they may be had in re- 
membrance. 

11th. Our dear friend, Ezra Comfort, appeared 
greatly exercised and wonderfully helped to re- 


lieve his mind; for which favor my soul bowed 
in secret humble gratitude; desiring that the 


[For the sake of abridgment, some portions of the 
Diary of our friend near this period, are omitted ; being, 
for the most part, a record of the deep religious exer- 
cises through which she was passing. The spiritual 
conflicts, humbling baptisms, and proving temptations, 
alluded to as omitted, as well as some basevted, are no 
doubt a part of the chastenings and tribulations, which 
our blessed Lord told his disciples they must in the 
world partake of, being a portion of the cup of suffer- 
ing all his are required to drink, for the filling up 
their measure thereof for his body’s sake, which is the 
Church. To escape these, is to cut ourselves off, also, 
from securing the union and communion with Him, 
who hath enjoined upon his disciples through all time, 
no less than to James and John, “ Ye shall indeed 
drink of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism I 
am baptized with.” This tends to deepen and enlarge 
the spiritual understanding ; and whereby, also, the eye 
becomes anointed with the eye-salve of the kingdom. 
Hearing by the ear did not answer, or prove enough 
for the Patriarch Job: but when he could say, “ Now 
mine eye seeth Thee,” he so felt his own imbecility 
and insignificance, that he abhorred himself and re- 
pented in dust and ashes. Then may not one reason 
why Infinite Goodness whose compassions fail not, per- 
mits his loving children to be so often tried with sea- 
sons of withdrawal of the light and joy of his counten- 
ance be, to prove by such humbling, deeply exercising 
dispensations, their faith and allegiance, and whether 
their sole reliance and their hopes are well grounded 
upon the living, saving foundation, Christ Jesus! The 
God of Israel, is represented in Holy Scripture, as one 
that hideth himself; so that the Psalmist cried out in 
his affliction : “ Lord, why casteth thou off my soul ? why 
hidest thou thy face from me?” And at another time 
of trouble, he prayeth : “ Hide not Thyself from my sup- 
plication.” He still trieth the righteous, and searcheth 
their reins and the heart. And while He promiseth 
to be an ever-present and all-sufficient helper and 
Saviour in the vicissitudes and conflicts of time, He 
will abundantly make up for the crosses, trials and sor- 
rows of this fleeting scene, by the durable riches and 
exceeding joys of a never-ending eternity. ] 
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word may not return void, but accomplish that 
whereunto it was sent. It appeared to be a re- 
newed call, almost like a last one, to some pre- 
sent ; to whom, he believed, not as many years of 
mercy would be lengthened out to them as they 
had seen. The fruitless fig-tree was spoken of, 
which was spared a little longer. It felt to him 
that our Saviour was weeping over some present, 
as He did over Jerusalem formerly, saying: 
“How often would I have gathered thy children 
together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not! Behold your house 
is left unto you desolate.” That this may not be 
the awful situation of any present was the burden 
of his exercised soul. Don’t know when I have 
sat under ministry that felt more solemn. 


(To be continued.) 


For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
Searching among Old Logs, 

There is one class of the Fungi, which is apt 
to escape the notice of most observers, excepting 
those whose studies lead them to investigate 
closely the obscurer forms of vegetable life. I 
must admit that until within a few weeks, I was 
almost entirely ignorant of them; for the brief 
description contained in botanical works had left 
no permanent impression on the mind. Buta 
present from a kind friend, who is an enthusiastic 
student of these Fungi, of a box containing a 
dozen or more species neatly mounted on cards, 
was like unlocking a door into a new department 
of nature’s museum. 

The Slime Moulds are generally found on de- 
caying wood or leaves. During their period of 
growth, they are small masses of slimy or muci- 
laginous matter, found on rotten logs, or other 
vegetable matter, especially in moist woodland ; 
and spreading over the substance which gives 
them support. In this state neither cells nor any 
other organs are discernible in them; yet they 
are living bodies; and the mysterious principle 
of life enables them to grow and spread. When 
the period of growth has past, the jelly-like mass 
gathers itself together, and develops the spores 
or seed, from which another generation is to 
spring. In the specimens before me, the spores 
are contained in capsules of various shapes, colors 
and sizes, but all very minute; and these are 
mostly mounted on thread-like stems. That a 
mere film of mucilage should have the power of 
thus changing its form, and becoming a mass of 
little egg-cases, each packed with spores capable 
of growth, may be no more wonderful than many 
other of the processes which we see going on in 
the animal and vegetable world; but few things 
have so strongly impressed me with a sense of 
the marvellous power which the great Author of 
the Universe has bestowed on the principle of life. 

The weather had for weeks been so dry in our 
section of the country, as to be unfavorable to 
the growth of most species of the Fungi; but a 
day’s rain having moistened the ground, I was 
tempted out on the afternoon of the 29th of Tenth 
Month. A small log by the side of the lane was 
noticed, and turned over in search for Slime 
Moulds or other Fungi. The insects which had 
taken refuge beneath it formed an interesting 
group. At one point lay coiled in a spiral a 
large hairy caterpillar. A small spider came 
forth from his retreat in a hollow of the log, to 
inquire into the cause of the disturbance. An- 
other spider, small of body, but with immensely 
long, slender legs (which is known among chil- 
dren as “ Daddy long-legs”) stood quietly looking 
on. A brilliant beetle, whose polished wing-cases 
shone with metallic lustre, hid himself in one of 
the recesses of the log. A beautiful little mite, 


clad in scarlet velvet, slowly crawled over the 
exposed surface; and a slender red ant, orna. 
mented with a black band in the centre of itg 
body, and with its abdomen ending in what 
looked like a small polished cone of black horn, 
seemed uncertain whether to stand its ground or 
to move off. The pointed termination of its ab: 
domen was so suggestive of a sting, with which 
some species are armed, that I prudently left it 
undisturbed. The most numerous of the livin 
creatures were the Wood Lice, curious little 
things, which have the power of rolling them. 
selves into a ball. The back is covered with a 
series of transverse plates, like those on the tail 
of a lobster. Indeed these animals, although 
living on the land, are classed with the Crustacea, 
the same family that the lobsters and crabs be- 
long to. 

Under another log was a large Hornet, which 
had there sought quarters for the winter. Unlike 
the bees, which lay up a supply of food for the 
season when there are no flowers, and occupy the 
same homes from year to year, the wasps and 
hornets on the approach of cold weather, desert 
their skilfully constructed habitations. The males 
and neuters perish, but some of the females sur. 
vive the winter, hidden beneath old logs and in 
other protected places; and in the spring emerge 
and commence the formation of a new colony. 
The largest of these thus spring from a single 
female. I carefully replaced the log, and left my 
hornet undisturbed ; and it may be, that a ramble 
next summer will disclose the paper house of 
which she will lay the foundation. 

In one of the rotten logs which were turned 
over during the afternoon, were thin, thread-like 
fibres of an orange color, branching, and pene 
trating the decaying wood. When examined 
under the microscope, these fibres were found to 
be composed of a mass of irregularly arena 
threads, and resembled skeins of badly-tangled 
yellow silk. These branching tubes are a on 
acteristic of the Fungus family, and are regarded 
as the vital and growing part of the plant. What 
form of fructification would develop from this 
orange spawn there was nothing to show. 

Berkeley remarks that the “rapidity with 
which spawn penetrates, and the depth to which 
it enters, is often quite surprising. The most 
solid timber, in a few months, when exposed to 
the weather and in a damp situation favorable 
to the development of Fungi, will sometimes 
show unequivocal traces of spawn. I have seen, 
for instance, elm trunks which were perfectly 
sound when felled, penetrated by the end of the 
second year with spawn to within a few inches 
of the centres The growth of dry-rot is unfortu- 
nately familiar to all, and instances occur in 
which its spawn not only enters the wood, but 
penetrates solid structures of brick.” 

At the end of the lane, a path led across 4 
field into a small tract of woodland, where the 
description of the poet was partly applicable— 

“The dead leaves strew the forest-walk, 

And wither’d are the pale wild flowers ; 
The frost hangs blackening on the stalk, 

The dew-drops fall in frozen showers ; 
Gone are the spring’s green sprouting bowers, 

Gone, summer’s rich and mantling vines; 


And autumn, with her yellow hours, 
On hill and plain no longer shines.” 


—On one of these “dead leaves,” which had 
fallen from an oak tree, the substance of the leaf 
seemed to be disorganized in spots. On placing 
a portion of the leaf under a microscope, the 
cause of the destruction of its tissue became ap 
parent; for it was covered with a felt of the de 

cate tubes of a Fungus, which had been nour 
ished at the expense of its host. J. W. 
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For “‘ The Friend.” 


“ Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” 
—Acts xx. 30. 

In its early days the Society of Friends had 
many besetments, chiefly by persecutions from 
without, with a few instances of those in mem- 
bership who gave trouble. But from whatever 
source the wrong came, those devoted servants 
of Christ were diligent in their endeavors to 
clear the truth, not only by preaching the word, 
as ministers of Christ, but also by putting forth 
publications by which truth and error were pre- 
sented in plain contrast. 

More than half a century has elapsed since 
some persons in membership adopted Unitarian 
views, and put them forth so adroitly that many 
were drawn away, and a fearful schism was the 
result. The body that remained firm to truth’s 
principles were careful to put forth documents 
giving, with a true balance, the doctrines ever 
held by Friends, and the testimonies resulting 
therefrom. 

But a few years more passed, when the atten- 
tion of the watchmen was turned to the insidious 
introduction of other views at variance with 
Friends’ principles, and calculated to draw the 
unwary from the path of safety and usefulness, 
Some of the propagators of these questionable 
views were persons of influence and voluminous 
writers, who presented many truths, but inter- 
spersed with them, ideas which gave sanction and 
currency to error. The attempts which were 
made to check the progress of error were not 
fully successful. Many who were sound in the 
faith themselves did not apprehend there was 
any ground for the alarm which had been 
sounded. 

Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting fore- 
saw the danger, and after having bestowed labor 
through the Meeting for Sufferings, in 1847 put 
forth publicly “An Appeal for the Ancient 
Doctrines of the Religious Society of Friends.” 
The preparation of this Appeal involved much 
care and research on the part of those upon whom 
the burden rested. The prejudice which had 
obtained place in the minds of many Friends 
against the acts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 
was a hindrance to the free circulation of the 
Appeal, and of other documents that were issued 
by that meeting. Yet the action taken in refer- 
ence to the said questionable works were a check 
to their free circulation ; inasmuch as they could 
not be appealed to as authority, or the authors 
considered as exponents of Friends’ principles. 
As a consequence, comparatively few Friends 
had access to the said works, or to the documents 
which had been put forth to refute them. 

Had all the Yearly Meetings taken the pre- 
caution that Philadelphia did, it would have 
saved much suffering and loss to the Society. 
When the alarm was sounded from several quar- 
ters, there were many sound Friends who thought 
that Friends’ principles were so well understood 
as to be proof against any such contagion; and 
out of deference to London Yearly Meeting, 
which furnished certificates for a minister to 
travel in America on religious service, whose 
writings had given uneasiness ; and in the absence 
of full evidence in the matter; and with the con- 
sideration that London Yearly Meeting was the 
responsible party ; no action was taken by most 
of the Yearly Meetings. This non-action served 
as a negative license for the dissemination of the 
questionable views. 

Dolier Street Tracts, Dublin, were made a 
means for the wide dissemination of similar 
views. A class of professed revivalists who claim 
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to be Evangelists, have industriously propagated 
the same ideas. These ideas have invaded to a 
greater or less extent various religious bodies; 
and they are the real principles of “ fast Quaker- 
ism.” Faith was chiefly dwelt upon, with little 
or no mention made of repentance. The way was 
opened for vocal religious service, without the 
necessary divine limitation and guidance, and the 
large amount of vocal offering that was made was 
considered by some to be due to a revival of 
primitive religious zeal. Others viewed those 
things with an honest suspicion, but feared to 
take action lest they might “ hurt the oil and the 
wine.” The hope was entertained that the effer- 
vescence would subside, and leave a healthy re- 
vival. The root error of the movement was 
clearly seen by only a few, and the defection in- 
creased in volume until it obtained the ascend- 
ency in many meetings, and those who remained 
firm to Friends’ principles were brought into 
deep sufferings; many of their names were cast 
out “as evil for the Son of man’s sake.” They 
were accused of being hinderers of the Lord’s 
work. Some of the most faithful ministers and 
elders were deprived of their right, as members 
of the Select Meeting. And the discipline has 
been so changed in many places as to make the 
office of elder subject to revision every three 
years. 

' A separation took place in Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ing; and the true body was rejected by the 
greater portion of the Yearly Meetings, and con- 
sequently became much isolated and as it were 
out of sight for a time. But during the last few 
years, the real status of the two bodies in Ohio 
is becoming more generally seen; the one in its 
extreme departures, and the other for the true 
catholic spirit which it is manifesting in connec- 
tion with the maintenance of Friends’ principles 
and testimonies. 

At the time of the establishment of Canada 
Yearly Meeting, and for the several following 
years, the members generally maintained an 
attachment to Friends’ principles. But the 
pressure that was brought to bear, chiefly by 
persons from other Yearly Meetings, had an effect 
on the minds of the younger members and a few 
of the older ones. The defection took root first 
in Pelham Quarterly Meeting, and the contest 
between truth and error became severe in Nor- 
wich Monthly Meeting. The new views were 
promulgated by preaching and the profuse dis- 
tribution of the “ Dolier Street” Tracts, and their 
advocates tried, by every means in their power, 
to commit the Monthly Meeting to an official 
acknowledgment of their views and practices. 
After many months of painful controversy, those 
who desired the changes organized a separate 
Monthly Meeting. It became the duty of Nor- 
wich Monthly Meeting, for the clearing of truth, 
to issue a Testimony setting forth the causes 
which had led to the separation ; and contrasting 
these erroneous views with the truth as ever held 
by Friends. 

Some of these errors are the following : “ That 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in shedding his blood on 
Calvary, wrought out complete salvation for 
mankind ; consequently, all that is needful is for 
men to believe therein and appropriate it to them- 
selves ; or, as often expressed, to ‘ accept Christ’s 
finished work.’ That we are not to wait for, or 
expect, an inward sense of pardon and accept- 
ance with God, but to believe what is recorded 
in the written Word, and to trust hourly and 
momently that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin.” 

According to the above sentiments, the inward 
work of regeneration is excluded; and therefore 





211 


they become a broad inlet to the inconsistencies 
so prevalent in these days. 

Similar attempts were made in other parts of 
Canada Yearly Meeting, especially at West Lake, 
to introduce errors in doctrine and practice, and 
a season of sore conflict was the result. 

At the Yearly Meeting in 1880, the revised 
discipline of New York Yearly Meeting of 1877, 
was presented, and a strong attempt made to im- 
pose it upon the meeting. The clerk went so far 
as to make a record declaring it adopted by the 
meeting; when, according to his own evidence, 
his ruling was according to a majority vote. A 
part of the members would not acknowledge the 
ruling of the clerk, and a separation followed; 
first in the subordinate meetings, afterward in the 
Yearly Meeting. 

When the said revision of 1877 was presented 
to Canada Yearly Meeting, it was known to but 
few of the members. On comparing it with the 
previous Discipline, that of 1859, it appeared 
that the doctrinal part and some other portions, 
had been re-written and formulated in a manner, 
so ambiguous or defective, as to give license to the 
preaching of various doctrinal opinions which are 
not in accord with the views accepted by the So- 
ciety of Friends. 

The disciplinary part also is changed in very 
many particulars; so that the reader may under- 
stand the strait through which Friends of Canada 
had to pass, and the fortitude that was necessary 
to maintain the right. ADAM SPENCER. 


Springford, Ontario. = 


For ‘“‘ The Friend.” 
Yearly Meeting Correspondence. 


My experience has been, in the hearing of 
epistles read from other yearly meetings, and the 
answers to them from London Yearly Meeting, 
that it was such a dead sort of formal business, I 
could not feel I had part or lot in the matter. 
The same sense and feeling has very much been 
mine from year to year in listening to the London 
Annual Epistle. i do not speak for others, or 
pretend to be the judge of their experience, but 
= give my own. From this, I believe that 
very little good is the outcome of this correspon- 
dence, but often, I believe, it has been productive 
of much injury in the promotion of unsound teach- 
ing. Because of this, I sincerely hope the desire 
of some to re-open correspondence between Phila- 
delphia and London Yearly Meetings, will be 
frustrated. My own conviction in the matter is 
this, that London Yearly Meeting is in no con- 
dition, in a spiritual sense, to help Philadelphia 
Friends ; neither, on the other hand, do I believe 
there is at present a channel open by which 
London Yearly Meeting would be likely to be 
benefited by anything that might flow from here 
to them. 

In the early Church there were those who 
were laid under a concern to write to the Churches. 
It was so in the early days of our own body. 
Such writing was under the sense and weight of 
Truth resting upon their Spirits, the true authori- 
zation for such writing. Brotherly greeting, in 
simplicity and in love, is the outcome of a united 
exercise for the promotion of the Truth upon the 
earth. Where this exists, there is a sense of being 
true-yoke fellows in the bonds of the gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. A fellow- 


feeling brings near together, but a worldly spirit 
mars the work of Christ in the Church as it does 
in the individual ; and when matter of policy doth 
dictate, and worldly prudence governs, to whom 
to write, and what to write, there is little hope 
of profit in spirit arising to any from such a 
correspondence. 
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I would we should remain in isolation as a 
people rather than to be drawn into an unsavory 
correspondence, dictated more by a polished in- 
tellect than by spirituality of mind and purity 
of heart, which the work of God’s spirit alone can 
produce. We have need to cease from the many 
exercises that man doth form for himself to satisfy 
the unrest of his own unhallowed nature. There 
are sO many voices, we have need to be still to 
hear the still small voice of the Spirit of Truth 
in our own souls. 


It is with me, therefore, to say to my fellow- 
believers, be not drawn aside into the many en- 
tanglements tending to draw from an humble, 
self-denying walk. The path to the kingdom has 
not grown broader ; neither is it the flowery path 
that many would make it to appear. It is a path 
of peace, because the tranquilizing power of God’s 
grace is known to keep the soul in peace. Never- 
theless, the path to the kingdom is a tribulated 
one. It is not too narrow for the lowly ones, but 
too narrow for the high-minded. 

The meek the Lord teaches of his way, and 
these He guides in judgment. To this seat of 
judgment may we more and more each one gather, 
that our spirits may be quickened in God’s holy 
fear. Then will our light shine brighter and 
brighter, and as a people set upon a hill we will 
not be hid. The work of our hands will God 
establish, and that more and more, so that God 
in us and by us will be glorified. People will 
indeed flow to the arising of the Saviour’s life 
wherever it is seen in any, and kings and great 
ones to the glory of his power. Therefore, to this 
may we take heed, for without it we can do noth- 
ing. 

It is a blessed thing that this, the redeeming, 
saving power of God, is not at the disposal of man, 
but that man must become willing to wait the 
will and pleasure of the Supreme One, who will 
not give his glory to another, or his praise to the 
graven images of men’s devising. Likenesses of 
the true may be made, but the day of the Lord 
shall try every man’s work : then, only that which 
is the work of his own finger will stand the ordeal 
of trial, and of sifting, and of proving, which 
will come upon all men to prove them. 

Stand still and see the salvation of God, was 
the command to Israel of old, when the Lord 
was about to work a wondrous deliverance for 
his people which He had chosen out of all the 
families of the earth. The Lord can still work 
for those who trust in Him, and can deliver them 
out of the hands of all their enemies both out- 
ward and inward. 

Therefore, I exhort to faithfulness to God in 
all things, and obedience to his holy Will, in 
which is the rich blessing of peace in time, and 
joy unceasing in eternity, to the soul who honors 
and obeys the heavenly voice of the Saviour, and 
is willing to follow Him in the path of regenera- 
tion and newness of life. This is the portion of 
God’s children ; happy are they who know it. 

May the number of these within our borders 
be multiplied, and may the savor of their life 
and conversation be, to draw unto and into that 
secret inclosure, where God the Father is known, 
and the Saviour’s power felt by the Eternal Spirit. 

O, that every unhallowed thing may be remov- 
ed, that the pure light of God’s holy countenance 
may shine in, upon and through us, to the glory 
of the holy and eternally unchanging One ; and 
our establishment and settlement in time and for 
eternity upon the rock immovable—Christ Jesus. 
Even so. Amen. 

CHARLEs W. THomson, 

925 So. Fourth St., Phila. 


For “ The Friend.” 

Though I could not join in meeting together 
at set times, to read and comment on the Scrip- 
tures in an intellectual way; yet I believe they 
should be read privately, and in families, with 
reverent sobriety daily ; with a word, sometimes, 
to see the children are attending to it, and un- 
derstand the simple statement. Too much com- 
ment is unprofitable, and likely to lead into in- 
tellectual speculation. 

I wish Friends, both older and younger, were 
more interested in reading the approved writings 
of Friends, which are published in the “ Friends’ 
Library.” I think it would be profitable read- 
ing for all, not only as givinga knowledge of the 
doctrine and history of Friends, but as encour- 
aging good order and stability under trials and 
difficulties; we may sometimes rejoice in great 
difficulties, when we remember how willingly the 
righteous have suffered. Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the Truth, and the Life, no man cometh to 
the Father but by me.” The way and the truth 
remains the same, though there be few that find 
it. May the number be increased and united, is 
what I would seek after. 

Robert KNOWLES. 

First Mo. 10th, 1887. 

sconpsniatianscitipdpanininsncinnin 

He [Ambrose Rigge] bore his sickness with 
much patience and resignation to the Divine 
Will, and his love and esteem of the pure Truth 
abode with him to the last, declaring a little 
before his departure “ If Friends kept to the root 
of life in themselves they would be the happiest 
people in the world.” He departed this life the 
30th of Eleventh Mo., 1704, aged seventy years 
or upwards and a minister forty-nine years.— 
Gough’s History. 
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THE BOOK OF THE YEAR. 


Of all the beautiful fancies 
That cluster about the year, 
Tiptoeing over the threshold 
When its earliest dawn is here, 


The best is the simple legend 
Of a book for you and me, 

So fair that our guardian angels 
Desire its lines to see. 


It is full of the brightest pictures, 
Of dream, and story, and rhyme, 
And the whole wide world together 

Turns only a page at a time. 


Some of the leaves are dazzling 

With the feather-flakes of the snow ; 
Some of them thrill to the music 

Of the merriest winds that blow. 


Some of them keep the secrets 
That make the roses sweet; 

Some of them sway and rustle 
With the golden heads of wheat. 


I cannot begin to tell you 
Of the lovely things to be, 

In the wonderful year-book waiting, 
A gift for you and me. 


And a thought most strange and solemn 
Is borne upon my mind— 

On every page a column 
For ourselves we’ll surely find. 


Write what we may upon it, 
The record there will stay, 
Till the books of time are opened 
In the court of the Judgment Day. 


And should we not be careful 
Lest the words our fingers write 
Shall rise to shame our faces 
When we stand in the dear Lord’s sight ? 


And should we not remember 
To dread no thought of blame, 
If we sign each page that we finish 
With faith in the dear Lord’s name? 
—Margaret E. Sangster. 


Sel 
GIVE THANKS. — 

Give thanks! for the changeful seasons, 

For the promises of spring, 
For the perfume and the fruitage 

That the summer blossoms bring ; 
Give thanks! for the autumn harvest, 

For the ripened fruit and grain; 
Give thanks for the winter’s season, 

When the days are short again. 


Give thanks! for the harvest garnered ; 
Then the tired earth can rest, 

And we'll gather round the fireside 
With the dear ones we love best. 

Give thanks! that the Master knoweth 
When the thirsty soil needs rain, 

Give thanks! that our choicest blessings 
Are the undergrowth of pain. 


Give thanks! that the hungry birdlings 
Are well-fed from Nature’s yield, 
That no care for food or raiment 
Have the flowerets of the field. 
Give thanks! that the earth is lovely, 
Give thanks! that each life is blest 
With its trials or its blessings, 
For He knoweth which are best. 
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THE OTHER SIDE. 


We go our ways in life too much alone, 

We hold ourselves too far from all our kind; 
Too often, we are dead to sigh and moan; 

Too often to the weak and helpless blind ; 
Too often, where distress and want abide, 
We turn, and pass upon the other side. 


Selected, 


The other side is trodden smooth, and worn 
By footsteps passing idly all the day. 
Where lie the bruised ones that faint and mourn 
Is seldom more than an untrodden way ; 
Our selfish hearts are for our feet the guide, 
They lead us by upon the other side. 


It should be ours the oil and wine to pour 
Into the bleeding wounds of stricken ones ; 
To take the smitten and the sick and sore, 
And bear them where a stream of blessings runs, 
Instead, we look about, the way is wide; 
And so we pass upon the other side. 
O friends and brothers, gliding down the years, 
Humanity is calling each and all, 
In tender accents, born of grief and tears ! 
I pray you listen to the thrilling call: 
You cannot, in your cold and selfish pride, 
Pass without guilt upon the other side. 


—_——— oe 

Clemens of Alexandria compares those women 
that curiously trick and trim up the body, but 
are negligent of the soul within, to the Egyptian 
temples : “ Look upon their outside, and they are 
most splendid and magnificent, encompassed with 
delicate groves, built with large entries and stately 
porticos surrounded with several sorts of pillars; 
the walls both within and without set off with 
stones of several countries, curiously wrought and 
carved ; the Temples themselves garnished with 
gold, silver, amber, and all the glittering precious 
stones that India and Ethiopia can afford ; but 
enter within them, and inquire for the deity that 
is there worshipped, and you shall be gravely 
showed behind a curtain, a cat or a crocodile or 
a serpent of the country, or some such ill-favored 
beast, which is the residentiary or tutelary deity 
of that place. And just such do those women 
seem to me, who trim themselves with gold, and 
are taken up with curling their hair, painting 
their faces and blacking their eyes, coloring theif 
locks, and other undue arts of softness and luxury, 
beautifying the rail and fence; but if a man look 
within the vail and covering of the temple, what 
is under all this gayness and finery, he shall not 
find the image of God dwelling there.” 


Our duty, our interest, our advancement, 2 
the Divine life, consist not in comprehending 1 
theory, but following in obedience, and in the 
simplicity of little children.—J. Thorp. 
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up such a tremendous croaking that we could 
easily find it, even in the dark.” 

Here the boy turned over a leaf and came 
suddenly upon astartling picture of a man lying 
prostrate on the ground, with a lion’s fore-paw 
planted on his chest, and its teeth fastened in his 
shoulder, while several negroes, with terrified 
faces, were seen making off as fast as possible in 
the background. 

“How would you like to travel through a 
country like that, my lad?” asked the explorer. 
It would be rough work, wouldn’t it?” 

“T wad like weel to gang there, for a’ that,” 
answered the boy, “ for there’s muckel to be done 
there yet.” 

“ There is, indeed, and it’s just fellows of your 
sort that we need to do it,” said the traveller, 
clapping him on the shoulder. “ If you ever do 
go to Africa, I’ll be bound it will take more than 
a lion in your way to stop you.” 

The whole world now knows how strangely 
those lightly spoken works were fulfilled twenty- 
eight years later, when that boy did actually 
come alive out of the jaws of the hungry African 
lion, which had broken his arm with its teeth, to 
finish those wonderful explorations that filled the 
civilized world with the fame of Dr. David 
Livingstone—Harper’s Young People. 


For ‘* The Friend.” 

We love to gather evidence from sources out- 
side of the Society, in support of the testimonies 
Friends are called upon to bear before the 
world. Editorials in “The Friend” of First 
Month 15th and 22d, remind of the expressions 
of John B. Gough, in respect to preaching the 
gospel of Christ. He says: “Having depicted 
the sins and sorrows of a great city, a gentleman 
said to me, ‘You have revealed to us a state of 
things which is fearful, an amount of moral evil 
that is perfectly appalling. What do you con- 
sider the remedy for all this moral evil? I said 
to him, as I would say to you or any one: ‘The 
only remedy for moral evil is the power of the 
gospel of the grace of God!’ He replied, ‘ Why 
don’t you preach the gospel, then?’ I said: ‘The 
reason why I do not preach the gospel, accord- 
ing to your idea of preaching it, is that I have 
such an idea of the awful responsibility that rests 
upon any man who dares to stand between the 
living and the dead to deliver God’s message to 
dying men; that unless I felt it in the core of 
my heart, ‘ Woe is me if I preach not the gospel,’ 
with my sense of the requirements for the office, 
and with my views of it, I should not dare to 
occupy the position. Then he said: ‘You are 
preaching something else instead.’ ‘Oh, no! ‘Is 
not drunkenness a moral evil? Yes. ‘Is not 
the power of the gospel of the grace of God the 
only remedy for moral evil? ‘ Yes.’ ‘Now, by 
the total abstinence movement we do not pretend 
to do more than the one thing. Drunkenness is 
a moral evil produced by a physical agency. 
Remove the agency, and the moral evil ceases, 
so far as drunkenness is concerned.’” He shows 
the work of the total abstinence or prohibition 
movement, to be that of removing the cause, and 
rescuing humanity from the blighting influence 
of strong drink ; thus preparing them for church 
membership—and Christian lives. 

His view as to the strength of the church 
militant, may give some encouragement to the 
small and scattered flocks, who are earnestly 
striving to maintain the testimonies and “ faith 
once delivered to the saints.” He says: “The 
strength of the church of Christ, I believe, con- 
sists not so much in its numbers, its wealth, or 
its popularity, as in its purity.” Then, we say, 


in the language of Scripture, “ Fear not, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom,” if ye continue “steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord; forasmuch as ye know your labor 
shall not be in vain in the Lord.” 

Marshallton, Pa., First Mo. 24th, 1887. 
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Time to Quit. 


The South Bend Sun tells of a man who once 
received wholesome instruction concerning this 
matter. He was a prominent professional gentle- 
man, living in the city, who one morning stepped 
into asaloon to get his customary drink. After 
passing the ordinary salutation with three or four 
loafers who were hanging about the place, he 
went up to the bar and called for whisky, which 
was handed to him. As he filled the glass and 
was raising it to his lips, a miserable, wretched, 
drunken tramp stepped up beside him and said, 

“Say, Squire, can’t you give me a drink out of 
that bottle?” 

Not wishing to be annoyed by associates of 
that class, the gentleman roughly told him to go 
away and mind his own business. The tramp 
angrily replied that he need not be so cranky 
about the matter, for before he got to drinking 
he was just as respectable as he was, and wore as 
fine clothes as he did, “ And what is more,” he 
said, “I always knew how to act the gentleman.” 

The gentleman stood for a few moments eyeing 
the man from head to foot, noting with deep dis- 
gust his blood-shot eyes, his bloated face, his long 
unkempt hair, his filthy, ragged garments, and 
his mismated boots, after which he said, 

“Then it was drinking that made you an out- 


cast from society and the miserable man you’ 


9» 


are? 

“Yes,” said the tramp. 

“Then it is time for me to quit ;” said the gen- 
tleman, and pouring the glass of whisky on the 
floor, he turned and left the saloon, never to enter 
it again. 


Earthly treasures are very apt to take up the 
mind and to draw it from heaven ; and because 
Christ would have his children to be in heaven 
with Him, in tender love He adviseth them not 
to lay up for themselves riches or treasures on 
earth. 

If it be said, we lay it up for our children, 
it may be said also, it is the same snare for them 
as to the parents, and sometimes a greater; and 
when it is gotten, it is liable to many casualties, 
and creates a great deal of care and trouble; 
wherefore Christ tenderly adviseth to seek after 
and lay up another treasure, of another nature, 
in another, a safer and better place, which will 
not be liable to the like casualties of the former 
treasure and place ; and urgeth us to it with this 
great reason, “ For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.”— Thomas Chalkley. 


“ There was Much Grass in the Place.” —It all 
depends upon the season in which one comes to 
the north-eastern shore of the lake of Gennesaret 
as to whether or not he will find much grass there. 

The note of time (‘‘ now the passover . . . was at 
hand”) shows that our Lord was there in the 
spring. At that season, the grass in that region 
is plentiful and green; a few months later, and 
it is burned up by the heat, and the country pre- 
sents a dreary aspect. The remark “There was 
much grass there,” indicates an exception to the 
general rule. It cannot be truthfully said of 
many places in the Orient that there is much 
grass there. In England, and in the well-watered 
regions of the United States, one of the chief 


charms of the landscape is the soft carpet of 
which covers the soil. * a characteristic Oriental 
scene, this charm is lacking. The grass mg 
straggle here and there, or at special seasons jt 
may show an unwonted luxuriance in certajp 
places; but the universal carpet of green is chiefly 
conspicuous by its absence. 


Natural History, Science, &e. 


A New Use of Photography.—Over 25,000 sheets 
of “ copy” are already prepared for the “Century 
Dictionary” and their preservation has been 9 
serious problem. It is necessary to keep this la 
mass of manuscript in the printing-office fe 
frequent consultation in regard to cross-references 
and the like. But if the manuscript were de- 
stroyed, the loss would be irreparable. It wag 
proposed to insure the “copy” for $150,000, but 
the insurance money would not have replaced the 
loss. Finally photography was suggested, and 
the idea has been successfully carried out. Each 
sheet of “ copy,” which is of brown paper, is eight 
inches by twelve, and bears printed extracts with 
corrections, interlineations and additions,as well ag 
written paragraphs. Each has been photographed 
and reduced to a size measuring only1} inches 
by 2. All the words upon the positive of this size 
can be read with a magnifying glass, for every 
detail is, of course, accurately reproduced. The 
negatives are preserved, and the entire 25,000 
would hardly more than filla large bureau drawer. 
These negatives can be enlarged to any size which 
may be convenient. Should the manuscript now 
come to grief, these negatives would furnish a 
ready means of reproducing it in a very short 
time, and the cost for the whole 25,000 will not 
exceed $300.—The American. 

Cold-water Treatment.—The report of the Ger- 
man Miners’ Union describes the methods em 
ployed to restore to life the persons who were 
rendered unconscious by the suffocating gases in 
an explosion at Camphausen. In some cases, 
where all other means had failed, this was effected 
by placing the patients in a warm bath, and 
rubbing the body to quicken the circulation and 
then allowing a jet of cold-water to fall on the 
chest and abdomen. This was in every case 
followed by a deep-drawn breath, and the breath- 
ing power increased by successive applications, 
till consciousness was restored. 

Snail Gardens.—In Vorarlberg, the collecting 
and rearing of the large garden snails, which are 
so injurious to vegetation, forms a peculiar branch 
of agricultural industry, and amounts even to no 
inconsiderable trade. Whole cargoes of these 
snails are sent from Arlberg to the South Tyrol, 
where they are consumed as dainties. The mode 
of procedure in collecting and feeding them isas 
follows :— 

In various parts of Vorarlberg, the snails are 
collected by boys and girls, and carried to the 
feeding places, which are commonly in the neigh- 
borhood of the dwellings of the owners. These 
snail gardens have usually an extent of from one 
to three hundred square fathoms of dry garden 
ground, and are quite divested of trees and shrubs, 
and are surrounded on all sides by a stream of 
running water. The stream, at its exit, is made 
to pass through a wooden grating, in order to 
prevent such of the snails as happen to fall into 
the water from being washed away. The grating 
is examined once or twice a day, generally 
morning and evening, and the snails found there 
are replaced in the interior of the garden; this 
is necessary, as they would otherwise collect into 
too large quantities, and would become weak 
sickly by remaining long in the water. In the 
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interior of the garden, little heaps of pine twigs, 

nerally of the mountain pine, mixed loosely 
with wood moss, are placed on every two or three 
square fathoms, for the purpose of protecting the 
snails from cold, and especially from the scorching 
rays of the sun. When the pine twigs become 
dry, and lose their leaves, they are replaced by 
fresh ones. 

Every day, and particularly in damp weather, 
the snails are fed with the kinds of grass found 
most suitable for them, and with cabbage leaves. 
In harvest, at the return of cold weather, they go 
under cover—that is, they collect under the heaps 
of twigs, and bury themselves, if the ground under 
these has been previously dried, two or three 
inches below the surface, and there they seal 
themselves up for the winter; when this is com- 
pletely accomplished, they are collected, packed 
in suitably perforated boxes lined with straw, 
and sent off. 

Careful foddering, and a good harvest season, 
are essential to the thriving of the snails; and 
even in spite of this a great many are lost. Wood 
snails are larger and more savory, but are more 
subject to casualties. In each garden there are 
generally fed from 15,000 to 40,000, and these 
are sold at about three florins per 1,000. This 
manner of making use of the snails is of double 
advantage—freeing, on the one hand fields and 
gardens from burdensome guests, and affording, 
on the other, to those so employing themselves, a 
considerable source of profit.— Chambers’ Edin- 
burgh Journal. 


What is Catgut?—The Shoe and Leather Re- 
porter thus answers: “ For many years the only 
article used under this name consisted of the in- 
testines of sheep, cut and twisted. As the Italian 
sheep are the leanest of those accessible to market, 
and as the membranes of lean animals are known 
to be tougher than those of animals in high con- 
dition, the best catgut has come from Naples and 
that vicinity. 

“There is no historical record concerning the 
use of the intestines of cats for strings of this sort, 
but from the fact that their name from earliest 
times has uniformly been applied to this article, 
it would appear altogether probable that the 
strings did first come or were supposed to come 
from that source. The chief use of catgut for 
many years was for the strings of harps and 
guitars ; it was manufactured from the viscera of 
sheep. The membranes of smailer animals are 
sometimes used for the covering of whips, and 
such purposes, but sheep still furnish the strings 
for musical instruments. The process of preparing 
is quite curious. 'The membranes are ordinarily 
exposed to the power of burning sulphur, and 
then slit and twisted into cords of different sizes 
as wanted. Musical strings, whip cords, hatters’ 
cords, strings of clocks, &c., are the chief’ uses on 
the list. They are then dyed, stretched on frames, 
and dried in a very high temperature.” 


Germination of Wheat in Ice—During the 
latter part of the summer of 1884, or possibly the 
year previous, many of the pieces of ice taken 
from the ice-house used by the families of the 
teachers at Westtown Boarding School, Chester 
County, Pa., were found to contain plants of 
Wheat. In each case, the seed had embedded itself 
in the block of ice, and having germinated, the 
roots had forced their way downward into the 
clear ice for distances of six or eight inches, while 
the plumule had grown two or three inches in an 
opposite direction mostly between blocks, or into 
Very soft ice. The plants had a healthy look, 
except, of course, there was little or no color in 
the plumule. The ice was rather soft when har- 





vested, and was covered in the ice-house with saw- 
dust. The grains of wheat were probably gathered 
‘from the bottom of the wagon and thrown in with 
the ice. 

The circumstance led to a reference to some 
authorities on temperatures at which certain seeds 
may germinate. Edwards & Collin published in 
1834 the results of a series of experiments which 
gave 44.6° Fahr. as the minimum temperature 
for the germination of “winter wheat, rye and 
barley.” De Candolle succeeded in germinating 
two seeds of mustard at 32°, but no record of 
wheat having been germinated at so low a tem- 

rature, is found. The length of time occupied 
the wheat in germination may have exceeded 
that allowed by experimenters, or this may have 
been a particularly hardy variety of wheat. 


————————~-e——____——_ 


Items. 


—Annexation of Burmah.—The London Friend, in 
a review of the foreign policy of the British Govern- 
ment during 1886, says: “ From Burmah the news 
throughout the year has been little else than a con- 
stant story of strife with the natives, of the need for 
increased troops, and of bloodshed and suffering 
from disease and disaster, divided not very unequal- 
ly among the contending parties; except that on 
the British side it has been mainly Indian troops 
who have perished in a quarrel in which they have 
not had a shred of interest. The course pursued by 
Russia in Bulgaria, the kidnapping of her prince 
and the undisguised attempt to deprive her nation 
of freedom, has excited great indignation in Eng- 
land; but though the history of Bulgaria, her pro- 
gress in civilization, and the character of her late 
prince, awaken a wealth of sympathy which Bur- 
mah fails to excite; yet, as a matter of justice and 
right, it would be hard to prove that the action of 
England in one country was not as black as that of 
Russia in the other.” 


year’s wages, having shown that she could not go to 
the prayers in a spirit of devotion and faith. 


—A Sensible Decision —The Sophomore Class of 
the University of Pennsylvania recently passed reso- 
lutions declaring that the class would have no bowl 
fight at the University this year. We are glad to 
observe this breaking off from a foolish custom, and 
hope it may be followed by the abolition of other 
foolish practices which have grown up in several of 
our colleges. 
















—A Reminiscence of Slave-times.—“ While practis- 
ing law a number of years ago,” said Judge Tourgee, 
“] had a peculiar will case. An old lady who was 
a slave-holder, dying, bequeathed her colored man, 
John, and her dusky maid, Jane, who sustained to 
each other the relation of husband and wife, to the 
trustees of the church, ‘to be used as far as possible 
for the glory of God.’ I was curious to know what 
course was taken, and upon investigation found that 
after meditation and prayer, the trustees sold their 
legacy at auction, and with the proceeds sent a mis- 
sionary to China.” 
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Life a Failure——A gentleman of high stand- 
ing, a lawyer, a politician, a man of talents, and 
as the world estimates, a man who was successful 
in all his undertakings, was suddenly arrested by 
disease, and soon brought to the close of life. ~ 

As it was evident that he could not live but a 
few days, he was asked by a friend how he felt 
as he looked back upon his past life. And the 
answer, coming from a man of sense and thought, 
with eternity full in his view, was striking and 
memorable. ‘“ With all its success, I now see and 
feel that my life has been a failure! I have not 
gained one of the great ends for which life was 
given, and now it is too late to gain them!” 








—Cheering Statistics—The same Journal gives 
some interesting statistics, showing that in Great 
Britain, there is a marked decrease in the quantity 
of alcoholic drinks consumed, and in the number of 
commitments for crime; and a growth in habits of 
thrift and ee as shown by the increased de- 
posits by the working classes in saving banks and 
mutual societies. 


—The Sanitarium Association of Philadelphia.— 
This association has for a number of years carried 
on its useful work of relieving the sick, enfeebled 
and convalescent children of the poor of Philadel- 
phia, at Point Airy, the southern end of Windmill 
Island, in the Delaware River, opposite the city. 
As its operations extended, and the number of 
patients increased, the ground occupied became in- 
sufficient, and was further diminished by unusual 
tides which washed away a portion of the island. 
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Our readers may remember that in “The 
Friend” of Twelfth Mo. 18th, was published a 
communication received from our friend Joseph 
Morris, of Cardington, Ohio, with a few editorial 
comments thereon. This article has stimulated 
a Friend in eastern Indiana, who knew not J. 
Morris personally, but sympathized with his 
feelings, to write to him, expressing his own 
views of the situation of things in our Society. 
The letter has been forwarded to us by its re- 
cipient, with a suggestion as to its publication in 
It was concluded to remove the establishment to | CUT columns. In printing it, the Editor feels 
Red Bank, on the eastern shore of the Delaware, a somewhat of the same hesitation as was expressed 
short distance below the city, and a tract of 83 acres | in the former instance, “ because of its commen- 
was there purchased, containing suitable buildings | datory language towards the body to which he 
and a park of 12 acres. For the necessary repairs | belongs ;” but he is influenced by the considera- 
to the buildings, wharf, &c., and for the purchase of | tion that it may tend to the encouragement and 


an additional steamboat, which will be necessary, | } , ae . 
: ; Y>]| help of some who often feel pressed with a sense 
about $27,000 are needed, for which the managers | I 


appeal to the benevolence of the public. < a outens of the departures from our princi- 

Among those to whom contributions may be sent, | P!¢S that exist, and of their own inability to 
is our friend Samuel M. Bines, No. 119 8. Fourth | check the tide of error—as well as of the weak- 
St., Philada. nesses that exist among even the advocates of 

— Pennsylvania Seamen’s Friend Society.—The 42d the truth. He heartily Unites im the desire ex- 
Annual Report of this Society, for the year ending | pressed in the letter, that Philadelphia Yearly 
Fifth Month last, shows that 614 boarders were re- | Meeting “may remain humble, watchful, uncom- 
ceived during the year at The Sailor’s Home, a board- | promising in the principles of the Gospel.” Espe- 
ing house supported by the society in Philadelphia, | cially desirable is it, that all who labor in the 
where the seamen are comfortably accommodated, | [ ord’s cause, for the maintenance of sound prin- 


and shielded from many temptations. Fifty-two | _; oe . . 
loan Libraries had been placed on board os many ciples, and the spread of righteousness in the 


vessels; and tracts and bibles have been distributed earth, should feel that without Divine help they 
as heretofore. can do no good ; and that ou | continually need, 
—Formal Prayers.—The newspapers state, that an for their own safety, ~ be xopt in & humble, 
English vicar recently discharged a parlor-maid be- watchful condition, looking for daily supplies of 
cause she refused to attend family prayers. She spiritual food, and giving all the praise of his 
sued him at law, and obtained a judgment for her | own works to Him to whom it ever belongs. 
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Ind., Twelfth Mo. 24th, 1886. 


Joseph Morris,—dear friend,—On reading thy 
article in “The Friend” of Twelfth Mo. 18th, 1886, 
I have been afresh reminded of the firm stand which 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting has taken and main- 
tained, from the beginning, against the innovations 
in doctrine and practice which have been creeping 
into our meetings, until in many places the distin- 
guishing views and practices of Friends have be- 
come nearly obliterated. 

The position of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, it 
seems to me, towards the different Yearly Meetings 
is a very similar one to that occupied by the church 
in Philadelphia toward the other churches of Asia 
at the time St. John wrote his Revelation. 

“T know thy works: behold I have set before thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it; for thou hast 
a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast 
not denied my name. Behold, I will make them of 
the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and 
are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to 
come and worship before thy feet, and to know that 
I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept the word 
of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour 
of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, 
to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold J 
come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that 
no man take thy crown.”—Rev. iii. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

Now it seems to me that Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting ought to be encouraged by every loyal 
Friend, wherever situated, to continue in the faith, 
doctrines, testimonies and practices of original 
Friends ; and continue from time to time to dissem- 
inate those principles by sending out epistles and 
documents setting forth the primitive principles 
and doctrines of the Society, and thus be a means 
of eventually gathering together into one fold, all 
that are in bonds everywhere. In the Providence 
of God, Philadelphia certainly has a great work to 
do. May she remain humble, watchful, uncompro- 
mising in the principles of the Gospel, that she may 
be instrumental in settling and establishing the 
shattered and reeling Society on the true foundation. 

Very truly thy friend. 


In another part of our columns will be found 
an article by our friend Charles W. Thomson, 
giving his views on the question of the resump- 
tion of epistolary correspondence between Lon- 
don and Philadelphia Yearly Meetings—which 
he does not think likely to be productive of 
benefit to either of those bodies at the present 


time. As his residence, excepting for a few 
months past, has been within the limits of Lon- 
don Yearly Meeting, he has had more oppor- 
tunities for knowing the situation of things there 
than have fallen to the lot of our readers generally. 

Without entering fully at this time on the 
general subject of the interchange of epistles by 
Yearly Meetings, we will simply state our own 
belief, that but little spiritual good will flow from 
such epistles, unless they are the offspring of a 
living concern for the promotion of the kingdom 
of Christ, and are something more than merely 
formal salutations. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep Strates.—In the U.S. Senate on the 31st 
ultimo, resolutions of the Massachusetts Legislature 
were presented, concerning the treatment of American 
fishing vessels in Canadian waters, declaring itself in 
favor of retaliation to the extent of denying to Cana- 
dian vessels in American ports the right to purchase 
supplies, and the eventual exclusion of all Canadian 
products by land or sea, until the offensive legislation 
and action of the Canadian authorities are discon- 
tinued. 

The internal revenue collections during the first six 
months of the current fiscal year were $57,503,503, 
being a decrease of $1,054,340 as compared with the 
corresponding period of the previous fiscal year. There 
was a enone of $3,222,844 in the collections on spirits, 
an increase of $683,881 on tobacco, an increase of $1,- 
112,461 on fermented liquors, and an increase of $71,052 
from miscellaneous sources. The total collections from 


oleomargarine since Eleventh Month Ist, amounted to 
$298,109. 


The total value of the exports from the United States 
during 1886, was $713,289,666, against $688,249,798 in 
1885. The total value of our imports last year was 
$663,417,210, against $587,868,675 the preceding year. 

The circulation of the standard silver dollar is 
steadily decreasing. The amount outstanding on the 
25th ultimo—$58,634,237—is over $2,000,000 less than 
the amount outstanding on the Ist ultimo. 

The total number of immigrants who arrived in the 
United States last year was 386,755, against 326,151 in 
1885. 

A despatch from Tahlequah, Indian Territory, gives 
a very interesting interview with a man named John- 
son, of the Osage Nation, in regard to the condition 
and progress of the Osage Indians. He says it is im- 
possible for the Osages to be paupers, for every head of 
an average family of six, draws about $1000 a year an- 
nuity. This is simply the interest on their invested 
funds. A large portion of them have nice farms and 
plenty of stock ; in fact, some of them are getting really 
wealthy. All they ask is to be let alone, and that their 
treaties be observed, and they will solve what the white 
people call a problem, and show to the world that In- 
dians can become civilized. 

On the 27th ultimo, the Senate of Michigan, by a 
vote of 22 to 10, concurred in a resolution from the 
House providing for the submission of a Prohibition 
amendment to a vote of the people. 

The brewers at Des Moines, Iowa, have again closed 
their retail bars, finding “that, while a State could not 
interfere in a cause that had been transferred to the 
Federal Court, there was nothing to prevent its begin- 
ning another cause like it. So every glass of beer sold 
was claimed to be a new offence and ground for a new 
action by the State.” Be encouraged friends of Prohi- 
bition in Iowa. 

According to the New Jersey Asbury Park Journal, 
there were but two places along the New Jersey coast 
of any importance, twenty-five years ago—Long Branch 
and Cape May. Then the total valuation on the sea- 
board was less than $7,000,000, while the last report of 
Controller Anderson gives the astonishing valuation of 
over $100,000,000. 

It is reported that the police of Wilkesbarre, Penna., 
have discovered a “regularly organized gang of rob- 
bers, the oldest of whom is 11 and the youngest 5 years 
of age.” They are about twelve in number, and six of 
them have been arrested. They are said to have rob- 
bed at least fifty merchants, and their pilferings are 
believed to aggregate $5000. 

On the 27th of last month, the great strike ordered 
in support of the coal handlers in New York was begun. 
Twenty thousand men—coal shovelers, ’longshoremen, 
freight handlers and others—went out along the river 
front in New York city, and about thirteen thousand 
more joined the strike in Jersey City and Brooklyn. 
Day after day the number of strikers has increased, 
until it is thought about 50,000 ’longshoremen, coal- 
handlers, freight handlers, &c., are idle. Many new 
men, however, have been employed by the companies, 
and others are expected to be on hand in a short time. 

The deaths in this city last week numbered 420, 
which was 35 more than during the previous week, and 
22 more than during the corresponding period last year. 
Of the foregoing 217 were males and 203 .females: 
65 died of consumption ; 48 of pneumonia ; 25 of diseases 
of the heart; 26 of old age; 17 of convulsions; 15 of 
inflammation of the brain; 13 of apoplexy; 13 of 
Bright’s disease and 12 of debility. 


Markets, &c.—U. S. 43’s, 1103; 4’s, 1283; 3’s, 1003” 
currency 6’s, 125 a 135. 

Cotton was in limited request by the spinners, at 9§ 
cts. for middling uplands. 

Petroleum was quiet but steady at 62 cts. for 70 Abel 
test in barrels, ne 83 cts. for 110 test in cases. 

Flour and Meal.—Flour was dull and weak to sell. 
Sales‘of 125 barrels Ohio extra, at $3.10; 125 barrels 
of Pennsylvania family, at $3.75; 375 barrels Ohio and 
Indiana, straight, at $4.40 a $4.50; 625 barrels winter 
patent, at $4.62} a $5; 125 barrels Minnesota, clear, at 
$4.25, and 625 barrels Minnesota patent, at $5.10 a 
$5.25. Rye flour was quiet at $3 per barrel for choice. 


Grain.—W heat was firm and higher, No. 2 red closing 
at 92} cts. bid and 92} cts. asked. Rye was nominal 
at 56 cts. for No. 2 Pennsylvania. Corn was firm. No. 
2 mixed closed at 46} cts. bid, and 46} cts. asked. Oats 
were quiet ; No. 2 white closing at 37{ cts. bid and 38} 
cts. asked. 

Beef cattle were fairly active at 3a 5} cts. 

Sheep were active, and }c. higher, at 3 a 5} cts. 
Lambs, at 4 a7 cts. : 

Hogs were active and ‘tc. higher. 


Western, 7} a 
7 cts. 


The receipts were: Beeves, 2000; 
hogs, 8500. 

ForEiGn.—The following is a forecast of the Queen's 
2 which was read at the opening of Parliament on 
the 27th of last month : 

England’s foreign relations are friendly. Affairs jn 
Southeastern Europe are in a fair way of settlem 
but England must insist upon the observance of the 
treaty of Berlin. In Burmah and Egypt there is gratj. 
fying improvement. Grave anxiety 1s caused by the 
state of Ireland. The system mo there of combini 
to force tenants to evade just debts may compel further 
legislation, and the Government will not hesitate to ask 
additional powers if necessary. 

On the 28th, United States Minister Phelps had an 
hour’s conference with the Marquis of Salisbury at the 
Premier’s request, to discuss the Canadian Fisheries 
question. The conference was most cordial on both 
sides. Lord Salisbury expressed himself gratified at the 
general tone of the American press and people in the 
dispute, and he assured Minister Phelps that England 
and Canada were equally desirous of an amicable ad- 
justment of the whole case. 

The election for member of Parliament for the Ex- 
change Division of Liverpool to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of David Duncan, was held on the % 
and resulted as follows: Neville, Gladstonian, 3217; 
Goschen, Conservative and Unionist, 3210. The defeat 
of Goschen is felt by the members of the Carlton Club 
to be a great party disaster. 

The British ship Kapunda, which left London on 
the 11th of Twelfth Month last, for Fremantle, Western 
Australia, with emigrants, came into collision, near the 
coast of Brazil, with the British bark Ada Melmore, 
Both vessels sunk, and 304 persons were drowned, 
Some who were saved have arrived at Bahia, Brazil, 

The municipal Council of the city of Cork has adopted 
a resolution declaring that, instead of the Irish people 
subscribing to the Queen’s Jubilee, it would be more 
fitting for the Prince of Wales to send relief to the Irish 
people in distress. 

Germany has made arrangements to at once erect 
barracks at various points along the French frontier, 
“thus answering France,” as the despatch from Berlin 
giving the intelligence says, “with barrack for barrack.” 

A telegram from Montreal says that “ all the leading 
Canadian papers, irrespective of party, agree that Can- 
ada’s position is impregnable on the fishery question, 
and urge the Dominion Government to uphold Canada’s 
rights at all hazards. At the same time the hope is 
expressed that the United States Government will si 
take the course which recent legislation indicates until 
every means of coming to a fair and friendly settlement 
is exhausted.” 


sheep, 10,000; 


NOTICE. 

The next meeting of Friends’ Teachers’ Association 
of Philadelphia, will be held at No. 140 North Six- 
teenth St., Philadelphia, on Seventh-day, Second Mo. 
12th, 1887, at 2 Pp. M. 

Prof. Wm. H. Payne, of the University of Michigan, 
will address the Association. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
Until further notice the stage will connect with the 
7.02 and 9.03 morning trains from Broad St., to convey 
passengers to the School; and at other times when 
timely notice is sent to J.G. Wriurams, Supt. 


Diep, at her residence in West Branch, Iowa, MARY 
J., wife of William W. Penrose, Twelfth Month 28th, 
1886, in the 40th year of her age, a member of oe 
dale Monthly Meeting of Friends held at West Branch, 
She was the daughter of Samuel and Hannah Smith, 
formerly of Chesterfield, Ohio. Soon after her mat 
riage, in 1868, she was deeply impressed with life’s re 
sponsibilities, and the necessity of a change of heart to 
be prepared for the duties devolving upon her. She 
was an atlectionate wife, and tender, patient mother, 
concerned to set a right example before her family, and 
sought to lead her children to Christ in their earliest 
years. Her sickness was of three month’s duration, 
and from the first she believed it would be her last. It 
required a struggle to be resigned to leave her hus 
and six children that needed her maternal care; } 
He who had hitherto helped her, enabled her to give 
them into his care: while she was with them she was 
faithful to train and discipline them, and now “she 
being dead yet speaketh.” She had always felt § 
shrinking from the pains of dissolution as physical suf 
fering, but the fear of death was all taken away, 80 
in the last moments she exclaimed, “If this be death, 
it is an easy thing to die.” 
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